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Alternative Channel for Personnel Selection:
Provincial Civil Service Senior Examination (1952-1968)

Hsueh-chi Hsu

ABSTRACT

Between 1952 and 1968, apart from the National Civil Service Senior Examination,
there was also the Provincial Civil Service Senior Examination held for personnel
selection in Taiwan. The two examinations were conducted on the same date for the same
subjects and with the same admission criteria. Over these 17 years, there were 1,581 civil
servants recruited through the Provincial Civil Service Senior Examination. Nevertheless,
there has been little discussion on how this alternative channel for personnel selection
originated and terminated and how it was related to the National Civil Service Senior
Examination.

This paper details how the Provincial Civil Service Senior Examination came into
existence, why it was abolished, who the candidates were, what subjects were tested, how
many were recruited and to what posts the newly recruits were assigned. The Provincial
Civil Service Senior Examination was first introduced in 1952 as a remedial measure for
the uneven/unfair recruitment of Mainlanders and Taiwanese as civil servants. In that year,
there was a marked increase in the number of Taiwanese candidates passing the
examination. However, the “District Quota System”, with the appointment ratio fixed
according to the population of each province of China, resulted in only 9 candidates from
Taiwan being selected while the majority of recruits were Mainlanders. Things changed
in 1960 when the subjects tested by the Provincial Civil Service Senior Examination were
reduced. Furthermore, in 1962, recruitment was guaranteed to all Taiwanese candidates
who passed the National Civil Service Senior Examination (passing score: 60 on average).
Thus, the Provincial Civil Service Senior Examination lost its appeal as a channel for
admission into the civil service and was eventually abolished in 1968. Talents recruited
through the Provincial Civil Service Senior Examination were assigned to various posts

in the provincial government and many ultimately played significant roles in the central



152 &BEHR - H 225518

bureaucracy. Hence, not only did the Provincial Civil Service Senior Examination offer
an alternative means for personnel selection, its existence was also deemed necessary for

quelling conflicts among different ethnic groups.

Keywords: Provincial Civil Service Senior Examination, Archives of Examination Yuan,
District Quota System, Doubling Enrollment



